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DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
1050 CURTISS STREET 

DOWNERS GROVE, ILLINOIS 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES MEETING 
HELD AT BETTY CHEEVER COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

DOWNERS GROVE CIVIC CENTER 
MAY 27, 2026, 7:00 P.M. 

 
TRUSTEES:  

  
Matt Topic    President 
Barnali Khuntia   Secretary 
Swapna Gigani   Trustee 
Dave Humphreys   Trustee 
Nathan Williams   Trustee 
 
GUESTS: 
 
Heather-Marie Montilla  Library Director 
Jen Ryjewski    Assistant Library Director 
Katelyn Vabalaitis   Human Resources & Finance Manager 
Allyson Renell    Children’s Services Manager  
Jessica Nastal    Trustee 
Meghan Riley    Trustee 

 
Minutes prepared by Human Resources & Finance Manager Katelyn Vabalaitis. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

 
There being a quorum present, and adequate and proper notice of the meeting having been 
given, the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
President Matt Topic led the room in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3. ROLL CALL 

 
All members of the Board were present. 
  

4. CONSENT AGENDA  
 

On a motion made by Barnali Khuntia, seconded by Swapna Gigani, it was resolved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Roll call: Ayes: Gigani, Humphreys, 
Khuntia, Williams, Topic. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion carried. 
 
Included in the Consent Agenda: 

 April 22, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 April 22, 2026 Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

 April 2026 Financial Report 

 May 2026 Invoices 

 Non-Resident Fee Card Participation 
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5. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

Marsha Prichason, Downers Grove resident and library patron, spoke regarding the request 
to discontinue LGBTQ programming during Pride Month. She said it’s important to look at 
the facts on how the library serves the whole public. She discussed equal representation 
programming, other ways patrons can get library materials if they choose not to visit in June, 
the increase in June library attendance over the past few years, and the library’s vetting 
process for new materials. She referenced past meetings comments regarding the 
sexualization of young children and the safety of the materials in the Children’s Department. 
She noted that there is no evidence or credible data linking the transgender community to 
the sexualisation of children and also noted that last May and June’s storytime topics at the 
library were birthdays, the jungle, and dinosaurs. Marsha noted that an adult must attend 
storytime with each child and there have been no complaints from adults in attendance. She 
said the measure of a community is how it treats one another. Those who demonstrate good 
character understand that everyone deserves dignity and respect, not exclusion. She asked 
the Board to continue proving an environment that is welcome to all and to continue the 
library’s wide range of programming. 
 
A library cardholder noted that he frequently checks out books and makes use of the library’s 
programming, so he is very invested in the future of the library. He noted that he is not 
LGBTQ but has friends and family who are, and the library’s continued support of Pride 
means a lot to him. People feel accepted within the library’s walls, and going forward, they 
hope the library continues its good work. 
 
Ilene Briner, Downers Grove resident, commented that with next month being June, the 
library will be promoting Pride Fest. She asked that a table of books presenting the opposing 
viewpoints of transgenderism be displayed. She asked for a balanced view of transgender 
surgeries and de-transitioners. The US Supreme Court is currently considering two Title IX 
cases and residents should have an opportunity to learn about these issues. The library 
should not be taking sides but providing information about the topics. Currently, the library 
has three books on the opposition to transgenderism and seven books that support 
transgenderism, which is not a balance. Given the timeliness and seriousness of this topic, 
the library needs more books on the irreversible damage of trans surgery and hormone 
therapy. 
 
An unnamed member of the public commented that they are the parent of a transgender 
woman who transitioned in her 20’s after years of gender dysphoria. She had to meet with 
many psychologists and psychiatrists before starting her transition. Through the process, 
she went from non-functioning, suicidal issues to someone who could hold down a job. This 
speaker does not understand the comments about an oppositional point of view. She lived it 
and she is furious over the comment she just heard. She said that type of attitude leads to 
the inability to function and suicidal thoughts. She is happy to share her family’s experience 
with anyone who asks. She can’t sit silently when people lie about people who are 
transgender. 
 
Robin Tryloff, Downers Grove resident, spoke about her gratitude for the library, staff, 
leadership, and board members who are new and who are returning who have stepped up 
for the community. She welcomed the new library director. She expressed her gratitude for 
Trustee Dave Humphreys and celebrated his 30 years of service to the library. She also 
commented that the library has always been a place where people of all ages, backgrounds, 
and identities can learn, explore, and belong. That is not political; it’s the mission of a public 
library. She noted that library Pride events are about inclusion, not ideology, and LGBTQ+ 
members of the community, including children, teens, adults, and families, deserve to see 
themselves reflected in the world around them. Hate has no home here and while 
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disagreement is part of civic life, dehumanization is not. The library is strongest when it 
reflects the broad spectrum of people it serves. 
 
Nancy Green, Downers Grove resident, served as an educator in the western suburbs for 
over 35 years, working with at-risk youth. She saw firsthand how every single person thrives 
when they feel safe, seen, and valued. She firmly condemns all forms of discrimination, 
harassment, and violence against members of the LGBTQ+ community. She is in support of 
Pride Month and in support of the library’s mission. 
 

6. TRUSTEE COMMENTS  
 

Dave Humphreys thanked everyone for attending the meeting and said that while we may 
disagree, we need to respect each others’ beliefs.  
 
Nathan Williams noted that he does not react to public comments immediately after they 
are given, but he will thoughtfully consider what everyone said. He stated that he was a little 
disturbed by the media reports, which Village Commissioner Chris Gilmartin mentioned 
publicly as well. It was grossly distorted and it is unfortunate the town of Downers Grove is 
being characterized in that way by the media. He applauded Library Director Heather-Marie 
Montilla for her community outreach. She has met with many stakeholders and a wide 
spectrum of community members holding an array of political and ideological beliefs. Trustee 
Williams also welcomed Jessica Nastal and Meghan Riley to the Board. He also clarified that 
the Board serves the whole community and listens to everyone, including those who 
disagree with their decisions. The Board considers and respects the views of all community 
members. He will do his best to make sure everyone feels seen, but he noted that feeling 
seen is not the same as getting your way or having someone advocate for your position. He 
encouraged the public contact the Board if the Board does not understand their perspective.  

 
Barnali Khuntia welcomed Jessica Nastal and Meghan Riley and thanked the Village 
Council for her reappointment. She met one-on-one with Library Director Heather-Marie 
Montilla recently and Heather asked her why she wanted to be a trustee, which was a good 
reminder of why she said yes and the power of a library and the essential role it plays in a 
community. Trustee Khuntia had the opportunity to see Heather interact with staff. She also 
noted that Heather handwrote notes to each staff member, which was incredibly thoughtful. 
Trustee Khuntia attended Hope’s Front Door annual luncheon, which was a great 
opportunity to have Hope’s Front Door, Downers Grove Public Library, and the Rotary Club 
of Downers Grove all in the same room together. All three organizations work together and 
separately to support and uplift the community. She also commented that she’s enjoying the 
use of Diligent, the board document software, and appreciated Assistant Library Director Jen 
Ryjewski’s tutorial. Trustee Khuntia announced that the library had over 2,700 people visit 
the Americans and the Holocaust exhibit and she gave a huge shout out to staff members 
Mary, Jess, and Nicole for their hard work and coordination of the exhibit and tours. She said 
that exhibits like that one are important because they help history to not repeat itself. She 
also commented on Pride Storytime, noting that it’s for younger kids and requires a parent to 
attend. It’s a parent’s choice and that’s important. She is grateful that the library continues to 
support all families and all groups. 

 
Swapna Gigani welcomed Jessica Nastal and Meghan Riley and congratulated Barnali 
Khuntia on her reappointment. She addressed some of the comments she has heard at 
recent Library Board meetings and Village Council meetings regarding Pride Month. It has 
been disheartening to hear local media describe Downers Grove as a village divided, 
because that characterization does not reflect her experience. It has been upsetting to see 
social media comments that suggest Downers Grove is marked by anti-LGBTQ sentiments 
or that people would hate to live here. She knows the community to be thoughtful, engaged, 
and supportive, as is evident by the attendance in the room. Observances like Pride Month 
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matter, because they recognize groups that have historically faced marginalization and 
discrimination. Creating space for people to feel seen and valued strengthens the entire 
community. As a trustee, she remains committed to the library’s core values and looks 
forward to the Village’s and library’s Pride events in June. 
 
Matt Topic welcomed Jessica Nastal and Meghan Riley and congratulated Barnali Khuntia 
on her reappointment. He noted that the previous Monday was Memorial Day and took a 
moment to acknowledge those who made the ultimate sacrifice to protect the freedoms that 
libraries embody. He thanked attendees for remaining professional and civil during public 
comment. It’s important to have an environment where discussions on opposing viewpoints 
can happen, because that is when democracy is at its best and that is what people gave 
their lives for. President Topic thanked staff for putting together great programming for Pride 
Month and for all they do to welcome LGBTQ+ patrons who continue to suffer discrimination 
and mistreatment. The Board will continue to make sure the library is a welcoming place. 

  
7. LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Library Director Heather-Marie Montilla highlighted the Americans and the Holocaust exhibit, 
noting that Downers Grove Public Library was one in 50 libraries across the country to get 
the exhibit that was created by the Holocaust Museum and the American Library 
Association. The exhibit was open for about five weeks and Heather acknowledged staff 
across the entire library who worked together to make it happen. She also talked about the 
upcoming America250 celebration, noting that the library is participating by creating an 
exhibit, We the People: Portraits of Downers Grove. There are kits that can be picked up in 
the library to create your own self portrait. When completed, they can be returned to the 
library to be included in the exhibit to celebrate the community and all its voices. Heather 
talked about her three goals upon starting at DGPL, noting that she has been working hard 
to speak formally and informally with staff and has met one-on-one with about half the staff 
so far. She has also been meeting one-on-one with each trustee and has met with leaders 
from around 12 organizations in the community. Heather shared library statistics with the 
Board and attendees to further show how DGPL is a special place. 
 

7.1 Children’s Department Presentation 
 
Children’s Services Manager Allyson Renell presented on this year’s Summer Reading Club, 
highlighting the theme, details for each age group, and special programming. She moved on 
to present on her department and all of the work they do to serve kids in the community. The 
Kids Room put on 1,136 programs in 2025 with an increase in attendance from the previous 
year. Allyson noted that 63% of the people who come into the library visit the Kids Room. Staff 
have been running The Hub, which is an elementary maker area that changes themes and 
activities each month. The student library card program with District 58 currently has 5,254 
students registered for cards and she anticipates another 500 or so will be added over the 
summer for incoming kindergarteners and transfers. She has also been working on educator 
cards, which will give about 450 educators in District 58 cards to use with their students in 
their classrooms. The Kids Room has had some furniture facelifts and additions, including 
reupholstered pieces and a new sectional couch for the baby play area. A new wind tunnel is 
on its way and will be unveiled in about a week. Children’s outreach saw 12,543 kids in 2025 
and Allyson gave a shout out to Children’s Program Coordinator Nicole Lawton. Staff visit 
almost every daycare and preschool in Downers Grove and the Kids Room continues to 
partner with the Downers Grove Park District on the Story Walk in Constitution Park. The Kids 
Room reached a storytime record recently, with 156 attendees at a Saturday Storytime in 
March. 
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8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

8.1 FY2027 Salary Schedule 
 
On a motion made by Swapna Gigani, seconded by Barnali Khuntia, it was resolved to 
approve the 2027 Salary Schedule as presented. Roll call: Ayes: Gigani, Humphreys, 
Khuntia, Williams, Topic. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion carried. 
 
The Board reviews the Salary Schedule each May after library leadership makes a 
recommendation for a cost of living increase. The library has historically used HR Source’s 
recommendation, which came in at 2.1% so far this year. Staff considered additional 
sources, some showing cost of living as high as 3.1%. Staff recommended a conservative 
2.5% increase, which is the same increase as last year. 
 

8.2 Resolution 2026-1 Recognizing Board of Library Trustee, David Humphreys, for his 
service to the Downers Grove Public Library 

 
On a motion made by Barnali Khuntia, seconded by Matt Topic, it was resolved to adopt 
Resolution 2026-1 Recognizing Board of Library Trustee David Humphreys. Roll call: 
Ayes: Gigani, Khuntia, Williams, Topic. Nays: None. Abstentions: Humphreys. Motion 
carried. 
 
President Topic read aloud the resolution and then invited public and trustee comments in 
celebration of Trustee Dave Humphreys. 
 
Molly Hesse serves on the Downers Grove Public Library Foundation Board and offered the 
Foundation’s sincere thanks to Dave for his more than 30 years of dedicated service, 
leadership, and thoughtful judgement that enriched so many lives, noting that he is leaving 
behind a remarkable legacy. 
 
Carissa Dougherty previously served alongside Dave on the Board of Library Trustees and 
highlighted traits that are uniquely Dave, such as always speaking up for people who don’t 
traditionally have a voice in public discourse, absorb challenges in the community and turn 
them into quiet optimism, and his unwavering support of library staff. 
 
Debbie Anderson-Philips is a board member for EQDG and congratulated Dave, her fellow 
EQDG board member, for his years of service to the library and community. 
 
Trustee Nathan Williams admires Dave’s dedication to the library and its mission and purpose. 
He noted Dave’s thoughtful and deliberate approach and his regular reminder of the board’s 
limited role of overseeing the library director and library policies. Dave sees the best in people 
and treats everyone with respect; a pillar of the community. Trustee Williams reached out to 
past DGPL directors and trustees for their comments on Dave, including Steve Daniels, Kim 
Stapleton, Susan Eblen, Rick Ashton, and Christopher Bowen. 
 
Trustee Barnali Khuntia noted that Dave had been a mentor for her when she joined the board. 
He took the time to sit with her and explain things. He has reminded her to speak her truth, 
even when her voice shakes. He believes so passionately and so fiercely in the library and 
community. 
 
Trustee Swapna Gigani served on the Board with Dave for almost a decade. Upon joining the 
board, she appreciated him as the official historian of the library, impressed by his ability to 
recall pivotal moments. He approaches discussion with a calm, steady, and even-keeled 
manner and she thanked him for his mentorship. 
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President Matt Topic commented that Aristotle said, “The essence of life is to serve others and 
do good,” noting that Dave served the library for over 30 years and did much good. He had a 
calm resolve during challenging times and has been the library’s greatest cheerleader. 
President Topic appreciates Dave’s wisdom and patience and has learned a lot from him.  
 
Trustee Dave Humphreys graciously accepted his resolution and engraved brick from the 
trustees. He commented that he has lived in Downers Grove his entire life. When he was 7 or 
8, his mother was concerned that he was not reading a lot, so she had him talk to a children’s 
librarian at DGPL named Ruth Menard. They became friends, Ruth got him hooked on a book 
series, and he took off from there. He was asked to be a library trustee in 1994 and soon after 
helped the library design a new building, start a public art collection (funded by engraved 
bricks), grow the Foundation, plan more renovations, hire three directors, and so much more. 
He believes the library has an outstanding board with an excellent president and a strong 
strategic plan. He finally felt it was time to retire and bring in new blood. The library is blessed 
to have strong community support and while everyone may not always agree on the details, 
everyone loves the library. He has always said his main job is to stay out of the way of the 
professional staff. The staff created a five-star library. They greet and serve the public every 
day and he salutes them. He urged everyone to remember that DGPL is a public library and 
must continue to serve all of our neighbors.  
 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

9.1 Additional 2026 Library Closures: Oktoberfest 
 
On a motion made by Dave Humphreys, seconded by Swapna Gigani, it was resolved 
to approve the 2026 Library Closures for Oktoberfest as presented. Roll call: Ayes: 
Gigani, Humphreys, Khuntia, Williams, Topic. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion 
carried. 
 
Last month, staff brought proposed closing the library during this year’s Oktoberfest event. 
Upon further research, the dates originally presented were wrong, and Oktoberfest is on 
Friday, September 18 and Saturday, September 19. Since last month, the library has forged a 
partnership with the Education Foundation of District 58 and will now be a part of the 
Oktoberfest event in the Kids Zone. Staff will lead a storytime, dance party/bubble fest, and 
will have a table at the event. Based on further conversation with the Oktoberfest committee 
and review of library programming already planned, staff now propose closing the library at 5 
p.m. on Friday, September 18 and remaining open for regular hours on Saturday, September 
19. 
 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
There was no executive session. 
 

11. OATH OF OFFICE 
 
Jessica Nastal and Meghan Riley each took their oaths of office for three-year terms as Board 
of Library Trustees, expiring August 31, 2029. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
President Topic adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m. 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The above minutes should be used as a summary of the motions passed and issues discussed 
at the meeting. This document shall not be considered a verbatim copy of every word spoken 
at the meeting.  


