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Acknowledging with Gratitude
We acknowledge that the Downers Grove Public Library sits on the
unceded, traditional, and ancestral homelands of Native peoples.
We honor with gratitude the land itself and the Indigenous peoples
who have been caretakers of the land throughout generations,
past and present. We invite you to take a moment of reflection
to consider the genocide and forced displacement by non-Native
settlers, and the ongoing injustices against Native peoples.
The Downers Grove Public Library is proud to announce its Land
Acknowledgment, an important document meant to bring awareness to
painful and often abandoned history; to encourage reflection; to honor
Indigenous peoples; and to urge commitment between an institution,
individuals, and Indigenous peoples in future relationships with and on
the lands.

A monarch butteryfly visiting milkweed
plants in DGPL's Garden Walk;
Photograph by Kevin Montgomery

Library Hours
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday
Sunday

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1 – 5 p.m.

Library Closings
Sunday, September 5 &
Monday, September 6
in observance of Labor Day.
Programs and services may be
subject to change. For the most
up-to-date information, visit
dglibrary.org/updates.

DGPL began its equity, diversity, and inclusion journey in early
2020 and discovered important omissions in the way the library
operates and in our community’s history. One of the omissions was
the lack of acknowledgment of Native peoples and their history in this
space. We invite the community to consider this information in their
own journeys of lifelong learning.
To read the extended version of the library’s land acknowledgment,
and find resources to learn more about Native peoples and their
histories, visit dglibrary.org/land.
Land Acknowledgment Announcement

Saturday, October 2, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Fishel Park

The library invites the Downers Grove community to join
in the formal announcement of its Land Acknowledgment.
Joseph Standing Bear Schranz, founder and President of the
Midwest SOARRING Foundation, will comment on the library’s
acknowledgment and its significance. Native dancers will perform
a ceremonial healing dance. After the event, patrons are invited
to explore an art exhibit of the Midwest SOARRING Foundation’s
artifacts and photography at the library.

Find your next title with the library’s Staff Picks collection. Staff members from all
departments share their favorite books, movies, music, and video games. Look for Staff
Picks in the library and online. Follow and use the hashtag #DGPLreads to keep up with
the freshest picks.

September: National Hispanic
Heritage Month

October: Heart-Pounding Picks

Organization of the Month
September

October

The DuPage Symphony Orchestra
is a nonprofit organization with more than 90 highly
talented volunteer musicians who hail from over 30 local
communities, including Downers Grove. Musicians with
unparalleled skill feature an extensive repertoire, helping
to increase the audience’s musical knowledge. Concerts
are performed at Wentz Concert Hall on the campus of
North Central College. With a repertoire of over 2,500
works, Maestra Barbara Schubert brings a wealth of
musical knowledge, experience, and guest partnerships to
the organization. In addition to a 5-concert subscription
series, the annual Holiday Concert is a perennial family
favorite. Those interested in joining the Orchestra as a
musician, volunteer, or board member can find more
information at dupagesymphony.org.

The mission of Child’s Voice is to
empower children with hearing loss to be successful
in all educational and social settings by optimizing
their listening, speaking, and academic skills. Child's
Voice empowers children with hearing loss for a
lifetime of learning with their hearing peers. Child’s
Voice collaborates with families to prepare each
student to move into their neighborhood school
district and attend their local, mainstream school.
Over 30 languages are spoken by Child’s Voice
families. Child’s Voice is the only listening and spoken
language program for children with hearing loss in
northern Illinois and has served hundreds of families
for 25 years. To learn more, visit childsvoice.org.

DuPage Symphony Orchestra

Child’s Voice

Future Bestsellers
These titles are sure to be hot when they arrive! Contact the Ask Us Desk to place a hold.
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Nonfiction

Fiction

Fiction

Fiction

Discover • Grow • Play • Learn

Kids Programming Highlights
Programs are held in the Meeting Room unless otherwise noted.
Masks are required for indoor programs.
Many virtual programs are recorded and will be available to view
after the event date.

In-Person Programming Returns!
Starting this fall, the Kids Room will begin the
transition to modified in-person programming. For all
children's in-house programs, attendees two years and
older will be required to wear a mask and follow social
distancing measures. During this transition, there will
also be some opportunities for pick-up programs. Visit
dglibrary.org/events to find more programming for all
age groups! Programs are added regularly. We cannot
wait to have you back at the library.
Storytime R
Storytime will come back twice a week with
family registration required.

Registration opens two weeks
prior to event date.
P

Prerequisite required

R

Advance registration required

D

Drop-in Program
Virtual Program

Lego Build R
Register as a family to make an amazing Lego creation
at our Lego Build program. Families will work together
to build a creation that connects to the monthly theme
and have it put on display for the rest of the month in
the Kids Room.
Trick-Or-Treat!

D

Downtown Trick-or-Treat/
October 31, All Day

Wear your costume and celebrate
Halloween this year by trick-ortreating at the service desks.

Read To The Dogs R
The library’s partnership with the Hinsdale
Humane Society will resume with the everpopular Read to the Dogs program. Starting
in September, children can sign up to reserve
a 15-minute time slot to read aloud with a
therapy dog.

Learning Resources
Welcome to a new school year! The library has all
kinds of resources that can help students grow!
Under the Research tab of the website, click on Kids
Homework Help to find databases specially designed
for kids. A few favorites include:
• BookFlix, ScienceFlix, and TrueFlix pair ebooks with
background information and videos.
• PowerKnowledge Earth and Space, Life Science, and
Physical Science are great to use for science projects!
• Struggling with a homework question? Brainfuse Help
Now provides live homework help from tutors from
2 – 11 p.m. each day.
Want to cut down on screen time? There are many resources available for checkout in the Kids Room! Reading
and Math Resources serve a variety of ages and can be used to supplement learning. In addition to audiobooks and
Playaways (a preloaded audiobook on a digital player), the Kids Room has Read Alongs, physical books that have an
audiobook player attached to it so kids can follow the text while hearing it read aloud. Lauchpad tablets are preloaded
video players tailored to a range of subjects and grades.
And, of course, staff members are always ready to answer questions and find materials to help with everyone’s
learning needs!

Visit dglibrary.org/events to register and to see a full list of upcoming programs.
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Registration opens two weeks
prior to event date.

Adult Programming Highlights
Programs are held in the Meeting Room unless otherwise noted.
Masks are required for indoor programs.
Many virtual programs are recorded and will be available to view
after the event date.

Prerequisite required

R

Advance registration required

D

Drop-in Program
Virtual Program

Medicare 101

Job Workshops:

P

R

Monday, September 20, 6:30 p.m.

R

Changing Careers

Thursday, September 9, 10 a.m.

Hybrid Program (Virtual and In-Person). David Wylly
of Medicare Solutions Network will get you up to speed
on what Medicare covers, what it doesn’t, and your
potential out-of-pocket exposure.

Identify Skills & Accomplishments

Mexican American Mural Tour

With partner People’s Resource Center

Thursday, September 23, 10 a.m.

R

Tuesday, September 21, 6:30 p.m.

Am I Ready for a Successful Job Search?
Thursday, October 7, 10 a.m.

Negotiate the Job Offer

Thursday, October 21, 10 a.m.

Join artist, art educator, community activist, and Pilsen
resident Luis Tubens on a colorful journey through the
culturally rich Mexican-American Pilsen area of the
local public art.
Voter Registration Day

D

Tuesday, September 28, 10 a.m. – noon.; 6 – 8 p.m.

Concert Series:

R

Join us for a relaxing afternoon of live music!

Bring two forms of identification, one with current
residence. A League of Women Voters representative
will register you to vote and answer questions.

The DuPage Symphony Orchestra
Woodwind Quintet

Essential Chicago Fire

DG Music Club

In this multi-media event, master storyteller William
Pack weaves together vivid firsthand accounts of those
who lived through the fire, with technical details of the
fire itself.

Sunday, September 12, 2 p.m.
Sunday, October 17, 2 p.m.

Business Programs:

R

SCORE Business Round Tables
Tuesday, September 14, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, October 5, 7 p.m.

20 Legal Mistakes of
Startups and Small Businesses
Tuesday, October 12, 7 p.m.

Nancy Fallon-Houle, Downers Grove attorney at
law, will discuss how to be aware of common legal
mistakes made by startups and small business owners.
Etsy for Entrepreneurs 101
Thursday, October 21, 7 p.m.

Presenter Liz Kirchoff explains the best paths to
start or tweak your Etsy business.

R

Thursday, September 30, 6:30 p.m.

The Color of Law & Reversing R
Segregation with Richard Rothstein
Wednesday, October 13, 7 p.m.

Author and researcher Richard Rothstein presents on
the policies that led to racial segregation in American
communities, and what can be done to reverse these
practices and work towards racial equity. Co-sponsored
by multiple Illinois libraries and held in partnership
with Racial Awareness in the North Shore (RAIN) and
Together is Better Alliance (TiBA).
2021 Taxes: More Confusing Than Ever

In this year of uncertainty, we all have all been
impacted by changes in our work, finances, and in the
tax laws. Learn what has changed, and what you can do
before the end of 2021.
Author Event Chris Bohjalian

LGTBQ Genealogy

R

Wednesday, September 15, 6:30 p.m.

Learn how to discover clues in genealogical records to
find ancestors that may have been LGTBQIA.
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R

Tuesday, October 26, 6:30 p.m.

R

Wednesday, October 27, 6:30 p.m.

Join author Chris Bohjalian, the #1 New York Times
bestselling author, as he discusses his newest release,
The Hour of the Witch.

Discover • Grow • Play • Learn

Programming Note: Program and service information is current as of the print date. Programs and
services may change based on community transmission levels and guidance from the CDC and IDPH.
Please visit dglibrary.org/updates for the most up-to-date information.

Pick-a-Palooza
Pick Packs

Virtual Book R
and Movie Discussions:

Win a curated
bundle of books this fall!
Patrons can enter raffles
for Pick-a-Palooza Pick
Packs, which feature a
One of 2020's Pick-a-Palooza
curator’s favorite title
Pick Pack winners with her prize!
plus other books in the
same genre or age group. Stay tuned every week for a
chance to win each Monday in November! Stop by the
Pick-a-Palooza table in the lobby each week to earn
extra raffle entries and other prizes. Visit
dglibrary.org/events for more details.

Meeting Room

Titles are available for digital and print checkout
four weeks prior to discussion.
Between Two Kingdoms:
A Memoir by Suleika Jaouad

Thursday, September 9, 6:30 p.m.

Biggest Little Farm
(Documentary)

Stay up to date with recommendations anytime by
visiting dglibrary.org/staff-picks.

Thursday, October 14, 6:30 p.m.

Pick Pack themes: mystery/thriller, graphic novels,
science fiction/fantasy, historical fiction, romance,
nonfiction, kids (younger), kids (older), young adult (teen).

Adventures
in Travel

R

With partner DGPL
Friends of the Library
Mt. Rainer National Park
Friday, September 17, 7 p.m.

Virtual Computer Classes:
Zoom Intermediate
Excel 2016 Intro

R

Google Forms

Castles: History
and Symbolism

Zoom Advanced

R

Word 2016 Intro

R

presented by Faye O'Leary

R

Word 2016 Intermediate

R P

Friday, October 8, 2 p.m.

Evaluating Ethical
Issues with Technology

R

Wednesday, September 15, 3 p.m.

Wednesday, October 13, 7 p.m.

Thursday, September 16, 1 p.m.

Facebook Sales: Marketplace
& Garage Sale Groups
Thursday, October 14, 3 p.m.

Friday, September 17, 2 p.m.

Microsoft Office 365

Navigating Google Drive
Thursday, October 7, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, September 7, 11 a.m.

presented by Emily Kenny

Friday, October 15, 7 p.m.

R

Thursday, September 2, 1 p.m.

Excel 2016 Intro

R

Tuesday, September 21, 2 p.m.

Excel 2016 Intermediate

Google Docs

R P

Thursday, October 7, 10:30 a.m.

R

Tuesday, October 21, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, September 28, 11 a.m.

Beyond Books: A Brief Overview

R

Tuesday, October 19, 2 p.m.

R

Facebook

Wednesday, October 27, 2 p.m.

Visit dglibrary.org/events to register and to see a full list of upcoming programs.
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Teen Programming Highlights
Programs are held in the Teen Central unless otherwise noted.
Masks are required for indoor programs.
Many virtual programs are recorded and will be available to view
after the event date.

Maker Mondays

D

Mondays, 3 – 4:30 p.m.

Grades 7–12. Maker Mondays are back in person and
after school beginning September 13! Check the events
calendar for details. Upcoming projects include:
Marbled paper, button making, geometric bowls, fall
wreaths, pumpkin painting, and more!

P

Prerequisite required

R

Advance registration required

D

Drop-in Program
Virtual Program

Make & Take Crafts

D

Stop by and pick up a craft to complete in Teen
Central or take home. Available while supplies last.
Create Like: Frida Kahlo

Wednesday, September 15, All Day

Floating Ghosts

Mosaics

Wednesday, October 20, All Day

Thursday, September 9, 4 – 5 p.m. R
Meeting Room

Grades 7-12. Create works of art using dried beans
and paint.
Scarecrow Gnomes

Registration opens two weeks
prior to event date.

R

Tuesday, October 5, 4 – 5 p.m.
Meeting Room

Grades 7-12. Create a decorative gnome for fall.
How To Write Your Best R
College Admission Essay

Saturday, September 25, 10 – 11:30 a.m.

Grades 9-12. Students will learn how to discover
their personal traits, turn their experiences into a
story, distinguish themselves from others, and revise
their essays.

Locked in the Library

R

100 Books Before Graduation
Students are challenged to participate in the 100
Books Before Graduation program! This is a brand new
initiative for middle school and high school students
that promotes reading for fun. Reading can increase
vocabulary, test scores, and more. Plus it’s a great way to
encourage a love of reading!
Students entering 7th grade through 12th grade are
eligible to participate. Sign up for the program on the
digital platform ReadSquared to receive a suggested
reading list and to get started. Paper tracking logs are
also available to print from home.
How it works:
• Every time a book is read, add it to your
ReadSquared account.

Grades 7-12. Find yourself locked in the library after
hours! Registration required and open to all.

• After every 20 books, come into the library for a
prize (and to check out more books!).

Nerf Night

• After reading 100 books, teens will get a final grand
prize and certificate.

Saturday, September 11, 4:45 – 8 p.m.
Meeting Room

Play games like tag and capture the flag with Nerf
blasters. Nerf blasters and darts provided.

Find more details at dglibrary.org/just-for-teens.
Sign up at dglibrary.readsquared.com.

Scary Movie Night

Saturday, October 30, 4:45 – 8:30 p.m.
Meeting Room

Join others to watch Scary Stories to Tell in
the Dark (PG-13).
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SRC Colored Our World!
Congratulations to all Summer Reading Club participants! While this summer was a little
different from the usual, it didn't stop patrons from reading new books. DGPL thanks all of
its readers for coloring their world this summer!
• 1,534 kids read books (or were read to) and received prizes.
• 93 teens completed at least one paper form or READsquared badge. There were a total
of 334 forms/badges earned this year! Teens could choose to read 3 books or 6 hours for
each form/badge. This year teens read a combination of 577 books and 522 hours.
• 242 adults completed at least one paper form and 248 adults registered for READsquared
with 139 earning at least one badge. 381 adults completed the program. Adults could
choose to read 3 books or 18 hours for each form/badge.
Thank you to our prize sponsors: 360 Chicago, Anderson's
Bookshop (Downers Grove), Ballydoyle (Downers Grove), British
Swim School (DuPage-Kane), Buffalo Wild Wings (Lombard),
Burrito Parrilla Mexicana (Lombard), Chicago Children's
Theater, Chicago Union - Professional Ultimate Frisbee Team,
Chicago Zoological Society - Brookfield Zoo, Chili's (Downers
Grove), Chipolte, Colonial Cafe (Naperville), Cozzi Corner
(Downers Grove), Darien Sportsplex, Downers Grove Public
Library Foundation, Downers Grove Friends of the Library,
Downers Grove Park District, Every Day's a Sundae, Fair Game,
Hidden Keys Escapes/Mind Games (Naperville), Home Depot
(Darien), Giordano's (Downers Grove), Indian Boundary YMCA,
Jason's Deli (Oakbrook), JoJo's Shake Bar (Naperville), K1
Racing, Lou Malnati's, Main Event (Warrenville), McDonald's
- JJC Family Restaurants, NIU Football, Nothing Bundt Cakes
(Darien), Oberweis (Bolingbrook), Oriental Trading, Pierce
Tavern, Raising Cane's, Safari Land (Villa Park), Smallcakes
(Naperville), The Forge (Lemont), The Patio Restaurants, True
Balance Karate, Zigfield Troy Golf, Zoup (Woodridge).

Tell us what you thought of
Summer Reading Club this year
at dgpl.fyi/SRC-Survey.

Director’s Note
Something for Everyone
Recently, I’ve gotten some questions from residents about why we have certain books, displays,
and programs in the library. They may point out that these items espouse a particular point of
view, theme, or topic. They are correct. Books, displays, and programs at the library showcase a
variety of thoughts, opinions, and views. Not everyone in the community will agree with every
book, display, and program—and that’s okay.
The library is here for you, to provide for your library needs. But it's also here to provide for
the library needs of other community members that do not look, think, act, or believe as you do. The great thing about
the library is that everyone can choose their experience: to go to the program, check out the book, or look through the
display. If something doesn’t appeal to you, just wait, because the next one might. New books are put out daily (pro
tip, most new materials hit the shelves on Tuesdays!). Displays change at least monthly. New programs are added to
the calendar regularly. And if you can’t find what you want, there’s a friendly librarian just waiting to help you find
something that will interest you.
You may not agree with the library’s anti-hate statements, land acknowledgment, or equity, diversity, and
inclusion efforts. If you don’t agree, choose not to read or view it. But these things are impactful to others in the
community. If these resonate with you, I hope you choose to read, view, and learn more. We invite you to join us.
All are welcome at DGPL.

Visit dglibrary.org/events to register and to see a full list of upcoming programs.
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September is
Library Card
Sign-up Month!
Marley Dias, author,
executive producer,
and founder of
#1000BlackGirlBooks, is
joining the American Library
Association in reminding the
public that signing up for a
library card provides access
to technology, multimedia
content, and educational programming that transforms
lives and strengthens communities. “A library card
provides opportunity for discovery and access to a rich
and diverse world. It empowers you to make change and
experience new stories," said Dias.
Already a cardholder? Pick up a free DGPL yard sign
or win with the prize wheel throughout the month! Don't
have a card yet? What are you waiting for?! Sign up for a
library card today and find something wonderful.

Sign Up to be an
Organization of the Month!
Do you know an organization that should be
featured for our monthly organization spotlight?
Visit the following link, fill out an application, and
let us know! dgpl.fyi/orgofthemonth.
Next Chapter
Book Club

R

October 12 & 26;
November 9 & 23;
December 14,
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

October begins the
third session of our
literacy program for adults 18+ with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. All are welcome, regardless of
the ability to read. This program is part of a series; please
plan to attend all sessions. Call 630-960-1200 or email
askus@dglibrary.org for more information.

New Cover to Cover Podcasts
September – Discussing the library’s new catalog with Joy Matteson; Book Discussion: The Enneagram
Made Easy by Renee Baron. Available in the library and on Hoopla.
October – TV Series Discussion: What We Do In The Shadows, Season 1. Available in the library.
Cover to Cover is produced in the library’s Media Lab. Listen on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or on
the library’s website at dglibrary.org/cover-to-cover-podcast.

Discoveries brings news of services and
activities at the Downers Grove Public Library
Julie M. Milavec, Library Director
Brian Ruane, Editor
Grace Goodwyn, Graphic Designer
Questions or comments? Email us at
publicrelations@dglibrary.org
Library Board of Trustees
Jonathan Graber, President
David Humphreys, Secretary
Carissa Dougherty
Swapna S. Gigani
Barnali Khuntia
Kim Stapleton
The Board of Library Trustees meets Wednesdays,
September 22 and October 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Agendas, complete meeting information, and
recordings of past meetings are available online.
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