
100 Books Before Graduation:
Books to Get You Started

Graphic Novel

GRAPHIC NOVEL BIOGRAPHY HA, R.
Almost American Girl by Robin Ha
A powerful and moving teen graphic novel memoir 
about immigration, belonging, and how arts can 
save a life.

GRAPHIC NOVEL BIOGRAPHY TAKAI, G.
They Called Us Enemy by George Takai
The iconic actor and activist presents a graphic 
memoir detailing his experiences as a child 
prisoner in the Japanese-American internment 
camps of World War II, reflecting on the hard 
choices his family made in the face of legalized 
racism.

GRAPHIC NOVEL BIOGRAPHY YANG, G.L.
Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang
Author Gene Luen Yang turns the spotlight on 
his life, his family, and the high school where he 
teaches.

GRAPHIC NOVEL GULLEDGE
The Dark Matter of Mona Starr 
by Laura Lee Gulledge
Follows the experiences of depressed teen Mona 
Starr, who learns how to manage profound feelings 
of unworthiness through therapy, art, writing and 
the support of a few good friends.

GRAPHIC NOVEL MS. MARVEL
Ms. Marvel, Vol. 1 No Normal 
by G. Willow Wilson
Kamala Khan, a Pakistani American girl from 
Jersey City who lives a conservative Muslim 
lifestyle with her family, suddenly acquires 
superhuman powers and, despite the pressures of 
school and home, tries to use her abilities to help 
her community.

GRAPHIC NOVEL NGUYEN
The Magic Fish by Le Nguyen Trung
Real life isn’t a fairytale. But Tien still enjoys 
reading his favorite stories with his parents from 
the books he borrows from the local library. It’s 
hard enough trying to communicate with your 
parents as a kid, but for Tien, he doesn’t even have 
the right words because his parents are struggling 
with their English. Is there a Vietnamese word for 
what he’s going through? Is there a way to tell them 
he’s gay?

GRAPHIC NOVEL SPIDER-MAN Miles 
Morales. Vol. 1,
Straight Out of Brooklyn by Saladin Ahmed
Balancing a normal life with his superhero 
activities has never been easy for Miles Morales, 
but when the rampaging Rhino and a cadre of 
mysterious criminals start plaguing Brooklyn, 
things take an even darker turn for the young 
Spider-Man.

J COMIC DRAMA
Drama by Raina Telgemeier
Callie rides an emotional roller coaster while 
serving on the stage crew for a middle school 
production of Moon over Mississippi as various 
relationships start and end, and others never quite 
get going.

J COMIC NEW
New Kid by Jerry Craft
New Kid is a timely, honest graphic novel about 
starting over at a new school where diversity is 
low and the struggle to fit in is real, from award-
winning author-illustrator Jerry Craft.

J COMIC PRINCE
The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang
Prince Sebastian’s secret weapon (and best friend) 
is the brilliant dressmaker Frances—one of only 
two people who know the truth: sometimes this boy 
wears dresses. But Frances dreams of greatness, 
and being someone’s secret weapon means being 
a secret. Forever. How long can Frances defer her 
dreams to protect a friend?

Historical Fiction

TEEN FICTION BERRY, J.
Lovely War by Julie Berry
Meeting in a World War II-era Manhattan hotel for 
a forbidden tryst, immortals Ares and Aphrodite 
are caught by the latter’s jealous husband before 
she defends her actions by imparting the tale of 
four young humans who became connected during 
World War I.

TEEN FICTION BRUCHAC, J.
Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac
After being taught in a boarding school run by 
whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay 
and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines 
to become Code Talkers, sending messages during 
World War II in their native tongue.



TEEN FICTION CHEE, T.
We Are Not Free by Traci Chee
Growing up together in the community of 
Japantown, San Francisco, four second-generation 
Japanese American teens find their bond tested 
by widespread discrimination and the mass 
incarcerations of people of Japanese ancestry 
during World War II.

TEEN FICTION FARLEY, G.
Bones of a Saint by Grant Farley
In 1970s northern California, fifteen-year-old 
RJ Armante must fight to save himself and his 
disabled brother from the Blackjacks gang, and 
free his hometown, Arcangel, from its past.

TEEN FICTION GRATZ, A.
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz
Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book relates 
his story of survival from the Nazi occupation of 
Krakow, when he was eleven, through a succession 
of concentration camps, to the final liberation of 
Dachau.

TEEN FICTION HESSE, M.
They Went Left by Monica Hesse
Zofia, a teenage Holocaust survivor, travels across 
post-war Europe as she searches for her younger 
brother and seeks to rebuild her shattered life.

TEEN FICTION LEE, M.
Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue 
by Mackenzi Lee
Two friends on a Grand Tour of 18th-century 
Europe stumble across a magical artifact that leads 
them from Paris to Venice in a dangerous manhunt 
shaped by pirates, highwaymen and their growing 
attraction to one another.

TEEN FICTION LEE, S.
The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee
1890, Atlanta. By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan 
works as a lady’s maid for the cruel Caroline 
Payne, the daughter of one of the wealthiest men 
in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the 
pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice 
column for ‘the genteel Southern lady’.

TEEN FICTION MAFI, T.
An Emotion of Great Delight  
by Taherah Mafi
In the wake of 9/11, Shadi, a child of Muslim 
immigrants, tries to navigate her crumbling world 
of death, heartbreak and bigotry in silence, until 
finally everything changes.

TEEN FICTION MANISCALCO, K.
Stalking Jack the Ripper by Kerri Maniscalco
A gothic murder mystery set in gritty Victorian-era 
London, where an intrepid society girl finds herself 
embroiled in the investigation of a serial killer 
known as Jack the Ripper.

TEEN FICTION MCCRINA, A.
Traitor by Amanda McCrina
A half-Polish, half-Ukrainian Soviet Red Army 
soldier is taken in by a squad of insurgents in the 
wake of a shooting only to team up with the gang’s 
war-scarred leader in the wake of a devastating 
betrayal.

TEEN FICTION REED, C.H.
The Black Kids by Christina Hammonds Reed
With the Rodney King riots closing in on high 
school senior Ashley and her family, the privileged 
bubble she has enjoyed, protecting her from the 
difficult realities most black people face, begins to 
crumble.

TEEN FICTION SEPETYS, R.
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys
As World War II draws to a close, refugees try 
to escape the war’s final dangers, only to find 
themselves aboard a ship with a target on its hull.

TEEN FICTION WEIN, E.
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
After crash-landing in France in 1943 and being 
captured by Nazis, a female wireless operator 
for the British (who goes by Queenie, Eva, Verity, 
and various other aliases) reveals bits of code 
in exchange for reprieve from torture... and to 
postpone her execution.

TEEN FICTION WILLIAMS-GARCIA, R.
A Sitting in St. James by Rita Williams-Garcia
In 1860 Louisiana, eighty-year-old Madame Sylvie 
decides to sit for a portrait, as horrific stories that 
span generations from the big house and the fields 
are revealed.



Mystery/Thriller

TEEN FICTION ABIKE-IYIMIDE, F.
Ace of Spades by Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé
When two Niveus Private Academy students, 
Devon Richards and Chiamaka Adebayo, are 
selected to be part of the elite school’s senior class 
prefects, it looks like their year is off to an amazing 
start. Shortly after the announcement is made, 
though, someone who goes by Aces begins using 
anonymous text messages to reveal secrets about 
the two of them that threaten every aspect of their 
carefully planned futures. As Aces shows no sign 
of stopping, what seemed like a sick prank quickly 
turns into a dangerous game, with all the cards 
stacked against them. Can Devon and Chiamaka 
stop Aces before things become incredibly deadly?

TEEN FICTION ANDERSON, N.C.
City of Saints and Thieves 
by Natalie C. Anderson
Sixteen-year-old Tina and two friends leave Kenya 
and slip into the Congo, from where she and her 
mother fled years before, seeking revenge for her 
mother’s murder but uncovering startling secrets.

TEEN FICTION BARNES, J.L.
The Inheritance Games 
by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: 
survive high school, win a scholarship, and get 
out. But her fortunes change in an instant when 
billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery 
virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has 
no idea why—or even who Tobias Hawthorne is. 
To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into 
sprawling, secret passage-filled Hawthorne House, 
where every room bears the old man’s touch—and 
his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes. Caught in a 
world of wealth and privilege, with danger around 
every turn, Avery will have to play the game herself 
just to survive.

TEEN FICTION BOULEY, A.
Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Bouley
Daunis, who is part Ojibwe, defers attending the 
University of Michigan to care for her mother and 
reluctantly becomes involved in the investigation 
of a series of drug-related deaths.

TEEN FICTION CAREY, A.
This is Not the Jess Show by Anna Carey
When strange things start happening in Jess 
Flynn’s hometown of Swickley, the high-school 
junior suspects reality isn’t as it seems and seeks 
to uncover the truth about her family, her friends, 
and her town

TEEN FICTION CAVALLARO, B.
A Study in Charlotte by Brittany Cavallaro
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson descendants, 
Charlotte and Jamie, students at a Connecticut 
boarding school, team up to solve a murder 
mystery.

TEEN FICTION FRICK, K.
I Killed Zoe Spanos by Kit Frick
Hoping for a new start when she accepts a summer 
nanny job in the Hamptons, Anna is drawn into the 
disappearance case of a local teen who she eerily 
resembles while a local podcaster searches for 
answers, in a tale of suspense inspired by Daphne 
du Maurier’s Rebecca.

TEEN FICTION HENRY, A.
The Girl in the White Van by April Henry
Kidnapped after an argument with her stepfather 
that causes everyone to assume she has run away, a 
kung fu student is held captive in a remote trailer 
home and struggles to free herself and a fellow 
prisoner who was nearly killed for attempting 
escape.

TEEN FICTION HUR, J.
The Silence of Bones by June Hur
In Joseon Dynasty-era Korea, sixteen-year-old 
Seol, an indentured servant within the police 
bureau, becomes entangled in a politically-charged 
investigation into the murder of a noblewoman.

TEEN FICTION JACKSON, H.
A Good Girls’ Guide to Murder 
by Holly Jackson
The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie 
Bell was murdered by Sal Singh. The police know 
he did it. Everyone in town knows he did it. Almost 
everyone. Having grown up in the small town that 
was consumed by the crime, Pippa Fitz-Adeleke 
chooses the case as the topic for her final project. 
But when Pip starts uncovering secrets that 
someone in town desperately wants to stay hidden, 
what starts out as a project begins to become Pip’s 
dangerous reality...

TEEN FICTION JOHNSON, MAUREEN
Truly Devious by Maureen Johnson
Ellingham Academy is a famous private school 
in Vermont for the brightest thinkers, inventors, 
and artists. It was founded by Albert Ellingham, 
an early twentieth century tycoon, who wanted to 
make a wonderful place full of riddles, twisting 
pathways, and gardens. “A place,” he said, “where 
learning is a game.”



TEEN FICTION LEE, Y.S.
A Spy in the House by Y.S. Lee
Mary graduates from Miss Scrimshaw’s Academy 
for Girls with admirable skills, including being an 
undercover investigator. Working in the guise of 
a lady’s companion, she infiltrates a merchant’s 
home to try to trace his missing cargo ships. She 
then finds that that household is full of dangerous 
secrets.

TEEN FICTION LITTLE BADGER, D.
Elatsoe by Darcy Little Badger
Elatsoe lives in this slightly stranger America. She 
can raise the ghosts of dead animals, a skill passed 
down through generations of her Lipan Apache 
family. Her beloved cousin has just been murdered, 
in a town that wants no prying eyes. But she is 
going to do more than pry. The picture-perfect 
facade of Willowbee masks gruesome secrets, and 
she will rely on her wits, skills, and friends to tear 
off the mask and protect her family.

TEEN FICTION LOCKHART, E.
We Were Liars by E. Lockhart
Spending the summers on her family’s private 
island off the coast of Massachusetts with her 
cousins and a special boy named Gat, teenaged 
Cadence struggles to remember what happened 
during her fifteenth summer.

TEEN FICTION LYGA, B.
I Hunt Killers by Barry Lyga
Jasper “Jazz” Dent is the son of Billy Dent, the 
country’s most notorious serial killer, and “Dear 
Old Dad” taught him everything he knew. But 
Billy’s in prison now and Jazz wants to convince 
the world—and himself—that he’s not like his 
father. When several murders occur in his town, 
Jazz and his friend Howie try to track down the 
killer before he strikes again.

TEEN FICTION MARSHALL, K.A.
I am Still Alive by Kate Alice Marshall 
Stranded in the woods with few supplies and 
survival skills, a disabled girl and her dog fervently 
prepare for the coming winter while evaluating 
how her mother’s death, a dysfunctional foster-
care system and her survivalist father led to her 
predicament.

TEEN FICTION MATHER, A.
Killing November by Adriana Mather
A murder at an elite and secretive boarding school 
makes one new girl a target.

TEEN FICTION MCMANUS, K.
Two Can Keep A Secret by Karen McManus
While true-crime aficionado Ellery and her twin 
brother are staying with their grandmother in a 
Vermont community known for murder, a new 
friend goes missing and Ellery may be next.

TEEN FICTION SUMMERS, C.
Sadie by Courtney Summers
Told from the alternating perspectives of nineteen-
year-old Sadie who runs away from her isolated 
small Colorado town to find her younger sister’s 
killer, and a true crime podcast exploring Sadie’s 
disappearance.

TEEN FICTION URBAN, D.
All Your Twisted Secrets by Diana Urban
What do the queen bee, star athlete, valedictorian, 
stoner, loner, and music geek all have in common? 
They were all invited to a scholarship dinner, only 
to discover it’s a trap. Someone has locked them 
into a room with a bomb, a syringe filled with 
poison, and a note saying they have an hour to pick 
someone to kill...or else everyone dies.

Nonfiction

TEEN 796.323 HOO
Attucks!: Oscar Robertson and the 
Basketball Team That Awakened a City by 
Phillip M. Hoose
Traces the inspirational story of the Crispus 
Attucks High School Tigers basketball team and 
how they broke the color barrier in segregated 
1950s Indiana to become state champions.

TEEN 305.8 REY
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by 
Jason Reynolds
A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, 
from their roots in Europe until today.

TEEN 305.895 YOO
From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry : the 
Killing of Vincent Chin and the Trial That 
Galvanized the Asian American Movement 
by Paula Yoo
America in 1982. Japanese car companies are 
on the rise and believed to be putting American 
autoworkers out of their jobs. Anti–Asian 
American sentiments simmer, especially in 
Detroit. A bar fight turns fatal, leaving Vincent 
Chin—a Chinese American man—beaten to death 
at the hands of two white men, autoworker Ronald 
Ebens and his stepson Michael Nitz.



TEEN 306.766 JOH
All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson
A first book by the prominent journalist and 
LGBTQIA+ activist shares personal essays that 
chronicle his childhood, adolescence and college 
years as a Black queer youth, exploring subjects 
ranging from gender identity and toxic masculinity 
to structural marginalization and Black joy.

TEEN 362.293 QUI
Dreamland by Sam Quinones
A young-adult adaptation of the award-winning 
Dreamland uses comprehensive language and 
informed examples to trace how the rise of 
prescription painkiller use has triggered crisis 
levels of addiction.

TEEN 364.1555 SLA
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater
Tells the true story of an agender teen who was 
set on fire by another teen while riding a bus in 
Oakland, a crime that focuses on the concepts of 
race, class, gender, crime, and punishment.

TEEN 611 ROA
Stiff by Mary Roach
A look inside the world of forensics examines 
the use of human cadavers in a wide range of 
endeavors, including research into new surgical 
procedures, space exploration, and a Tennessee 
human decay research facility.

TEEN 781.649 CHA
Can’t Stop Won’t Stop: A Hip-Hop History 
by Jeff Chang
Can’t Stop Won’t Stop is the story of hip-hop, a 
generation-defining movement and the music 
that transformed American politics and culture 
forever. Hip hop is one of the most dominant and 
influential cultures in America, giving new voice 
to the younger generation. It defines a generation’s 
worldview. Exploring hip hop’s beginnings up to 
the present day, Jeff Chang and Dave “Davey D” 
Cook provide a provocative look into the new world 
that the hip hop generation has created.

TEEN 796.525
All Thirteen by Christina Soontornvat
Combines firsthand interviews with scientific and 
cultural insights in a middle grade account of the 
2018 Thai cave rescue of the Wild Boars soccer 
team and the critical, sophisticated engineering 
operation that saved the lives of 13 young people.

TEEN 940.54 HIL
Unbroken by Laura Hillerbrand
The inspirational true story of how Louis 
Zamperini, a juvenile delinquent-turned-Olympic 
athlete and World War II pilot, crashed into the 
ocean and survived for weeks on a life raft only to 
become a prisoner of war.

TEEN 940.5449 WEI
A Thousand Sisters by Elizabeth Wein
Documents the heroic contributions of Soviet 
airwomen during World War II, examining the 
formation, obstacles, missions and enduring legacy 
of Russia’s three female combat pilot regiments.

TEEN BIOGRAPHY GANSWORTH, E.
Apple Skin to the Core by Eric Gansworth
The term “Apple” is a slur in Native communities 
across the country. It’s for someone supposedly 
“red on the outside, white on the inside.” Eric 
Gansworth tells the story of his family, of 
Onondaga among Tuscaroras, of Native folks 
everywhere. From the horrible legacy of the 
government boarding schools, to a boy watching 
his siblings leave and return and leave again, to a 
young man fighting to be an artist who balances 
multiple worlds.

TEEN BIOGRAPHY GRIMES, N.
Ordinary Hazards by Nikki Grimes
The author recounts her traumatic childhood, 
with a mother suffering from mental illness, 
unfortunate experiences in a series of foster 
homes, and her discovery of her love of writing, 
which eventually helped her overcome the hazards 
of her life.

TEEN BIOGRAPHY LINDBERGH, C.
The Rise and Fall of Charles Lindbergh by 
Candance Fleming
A biography of one of America’s most celebrated 
heroes, and most complicated, troubled men, 
Charles Lindbergh.

TEEN BIOGRAPHY ONWUACHI, K.
Notes from a Young Black Chef by Kwame 
Onwuachi
An uplifting memoir by the James Beard Award-
winning executive chef at Kith/Kin in Washington, 
D.C. includes coverage of his Bronx childhood, his 
training in acclaimed restaurants and the racial 
barriers that challenged his career.



Realistic

TEEN FICTION  VASQUEZ GILLILAND, R.
Sia Martinez and the Moonlit Beginning of 
Everything by Raquel Vasquez Gilliland
Separated from her mother in the years following a 
painful ICE raid, Sia drives into the desert and lights 
prayerful candles on every new moon before an 
astonishing night when her mother emerges from a 
blue spacecraft that crashes in front of her car.

TEEN FICTION ABERTALLI, B.
What if it’s Us by Becky Abertalli
Told in two voices, when Arthur, a summer intern 
from Georgia, and Ben, a native New Yorker, meet 
it seems like fate, but after three attempts at dating 
fail they wonder if the universe is pushing them 
together or apart.

TEEN FICTION ACEVEDO, E.
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo 
An evocative novel in verse follows the experiences 
of two grieving sisters who navigate the loss of 
their father and the impact of his death on their 
relationship.

TEEN FICTION ALEXANDER, K.
Swing by Kwame Alexander
Noah and his best friend Walt want to become cool, 
make the baseball team, and win over Sam, the girl 
Noah has loved for years. When Noah finds old 
love letters, Walt hatches a plan to woo Sam. But as 
Noah’s love life and Walt’s baseball career begin, 
the letters alter everything.

TEEN FICTION COLBERT, B.
Little & Lion by Brandy Colbert
Returning home to Los Angeles from her New 
England boarding school, Suzette considers staying 
home for good so that she can be near her friends, 
her crush, and her recently diagnosed bipolar 
brother, a situation that is complicated by her 
growing feelings for the girl her brother loves.

TEEN FICTION DESSEN, S.
Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen
When Auden impulsively goes to stay with her 
father, stepmother, and new baby sister the 
summer before she starts college, all the trauma 
of her parents’ divorce is revived, even as she is 
making new friends and having new experiences 
such as learning to ride a bike and dating.

TEEN FICTION DEUKER, C.
Golden Arm by Carl Deuker
When his pitching talents land him a spot on a 
wealthier team where he has a chance to be 
drafted into the majors, a teen navigating poverty 
and a speech challenge struggles with leaving 
behind a brother who is increasingly influenced 
by drug gangs.

TEEN FICTION DUGAN, J.
Verona Comics by Jennifer Dugan
Meeting at a comic convention prom, the cellist 
daughter of an indie comic shop owner and the 
disgraced son of comic superstore titans navigate 
a secret romance that is complicated by anxiety, 
their feuding parents and an approaching audition.

TEEN FICTION FEDERLE, T.
Better Nate Than Ever by Tim Federle
An eighth-grader who dreams of performing in a 
Broadway musical concocts a plan to run away to 
New York and audition for the role of Elliot in the 
musical version of “E.T.

TEEN FICTION GREEN, J. 
Turtles All the Way Down by John Green
Aza Holmes, a high school student with obsessive-
compulsive disorder, becomes focused on 
searching for a fugitive billionaire. 

TEEN FICTION JAIGIRDAR, A.
The Henna Wars by Adiba Jaigirdar
Nishat doesn’t want to lose her family, but she also 
doesn’t want to hide who she is, and it only gets 
harder once a childhood friend walks back into her 
life. Flavia is beautiful and charismatic, and Nishat 
falls for her instantly.

TEEN FICTION LE, L.
A Pho Love Story by Loan Le
High school seniors Bao and Linh, whose feuding 
families own competing Vietnamese restaurants, 
conceal their budding romance, as well as Linh’s 
desire to become an artist.

TEEN FICTION LORD, E.
Tweet Cute by Emma Lord
A reimagining of You’ve Got Mail follows the 
unlikely romance between an overachiever from 
a successful family and the class clown, who 
exchange snarky tweets that escalate into a viral 
Twitter war.



TEEN FICTION MCGEE, K.
American Royals by Katherine McGee
In an alternate America, princesses Beatrice and 
Samantha Washington and the two girls wooing 
their brother, Prince Jefferson, become embroiled 
in high drama in the most glorious court in the 
world.

TEEN FICTION REYNOLDS, J.
Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds
A whimsical exploration of the role detours play 
in life follows a group of students who become 
so engaged in everyday activities while taking 10 
different routes home from school that they fail to 
notice a school bus that has dropped from the sky.

TEEN FICTION RIBAY, R.
After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay
Told from alternating perspectives, Bunny takes 
a basketball scholarship to an elite private school 
to help his family, leaving behind Nasir, his best 
friend, in their tough Philadelphia neighborhood.

TEEN FICTION SANCHEZ, E.L.
I am not your perfect Mexican Daughter 
by Erika L. Sanchez
When the sister who delighted their parents by her 
faithful embrace of Mexican culture dies in a tragic 
accident, Julia, who longs to go to college and move 
into a home of her own, discovers from mutual 
friends that her sister may not have been as perfect 
as believed.

TEEN FICTION YOON, D.
Frankly in Love by David Yoon
High school senior Frank Li takes a risk to go after 
a girl his parents would never approve of, but his 
plans will leave him wondering if he ever really 
understood love—or himself—at all.

TEEN FICTION YOON, N.
The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon
Natasha, whose family is hours away from being 
deported, and Daniel, a first generation Korean 
American who strives to live up to his parents’ 
expectations, unexpectedly fall in love and must 
determine which path they will choose in order to 
be together.

TEEN FICTION HAN, J.
To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before 
by Jenny Han
Lara Jean writes love letters to all the boys she has 
loved and then hides them in a hatbox until one 
day those letters are accidentally sent.

Sci-Fi/Fantasy

J FICTION MBALIA, K.
Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
by Kwame Mbalia
Haunted by the bus accident that ended his best 
friend’s life, seventh grader Tristan Strong dreads 
a visit to his grandparents’ Alabama farm before 
a bizarre living doll snatches away his friend’s 
notebook and draws him into a world of burning 
seas, iron monsters and exhausted black folk heroes.

TEEN FICTION ADEYAMI, T. 
Children of Blood and Bone 
by Tomi Adeyami
Coming of age in a land where her magi mother 
was killed by the zealous king’s guards along with 
other former wielders of magic, Zelie embarks on a 

journey alongside her brother and a fugitive princess to restore 
her people’s magical abilities.

TEEN FICTION AHMED, S.
Internment by Samira Ahmed
Forced into an interment camp for Muslim-
American citizens in a near-future United States, 
17-year-old Layla Amin helps forge an alliance 
of new friends and outside sympathizers before 
becoming the leader of a revolution against the 
camp’s corrupt guards.

TEEN FICTION BARDUGO, L.
Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo
Six dangerous outcasts must learn to work together 
after they are offered an impossible heist that can 
save the world from destruction.

TEEN FICTION BLACK, H.
Queen of Nothing by Holly Black
As the exiled Queen of Faerie, Jude must travel 
back to Elfhame to help her twin sister, Taryn, and 
uncover how to break a dark curse threatening the 
whole Faerie world.

TEEN FICTION BLAKE, K.
Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake
On the island of Fennbirn, triplet sisters who each 
wield a coveted magic skill and claim an equal 
right to the throne must fight to the death when 
they turn sixteen for the title of Queen Crowned.

TEEN FICTION CASS, K.
The Selection by Kiera Cass
Sixteen-year-old America Singer is living in the 
caste-divided nation of Illea, which formed after 
the war that destroyed the United States. America 
is chosen to compete in the Selection—a contest to 
see which girl can win the heart of Illea’s prince—
but all she really wants is a chance for a future with 
her secret love, Aspen, who is a caste below her.



TEEN FICTION COLLINS, S.
Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes 
by Suzanne Collins
In a prequel to “The Hunger Games,” eighteen-
year-old Coriolanus Snow prepares to mentor the 
female tribute from District 12 in the tenth Hunger 
Games, with the fate of his family hanging on the 
slim chance that he can help her win the Games.

TEEN FICTION EVANS, R.P.
The Prisoner of Cell 25 
by Richard Paul Evans
Michael Vey, a fourteen-year old who has Tourette’s 
syndrome and special electric powers, finds there 
are others like him, and must rely on his powers 
to save himself and the others from a diabolical 
group seeking to control them.

TEEN FICTION IFUEKO, J.
Raybearer by Jordan Ifueko
Raised in isolation, Tarisai yearns for the closeness 
she could have as one of the Crown Prince’s Council 
of 11, but her mother, The Lady, has magically 
compelled Tarisai to kill the Crown Prince.

TEEN FICTION KEMMEMER, B. 
A Curse So Dark and Lonely 
by Brigid Kemmemer
Eighteen for the three hundred twenty-seventh 
time, Prince Rhen despairs of breaking the curse 
that turns him into a beast at the end of each day 
until feisty Harper enters his life.

TEEN FICTION LU, M.
Legend by Marie Lu
In a dark future, when North America has split 
into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a 
famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant 
soldier hired to capture him, discover that they 
have a common enemy.

TEEN FICTION MEJIA, T.K.
Miss Meteor by Tehlor Kay Mejia
A teen who secretly arrived with the meteor that 
gave her small hometown its name discovers that 
she is turning back into stardust and teams up with 
her best friend in an effort to secure her human 
existence by entering a local beauty pageant that 
has always been won by thin, blonde, white girls.

TEEN FICTION MEYER, M. 
Cinder by Marissa Meyer
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed 
by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted 
mechanic and cyborg, becomes involved with 
handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets 
about her past in order to protect the world in this 
futuristic take on the Cinderella story.

TEEN FICTION PATTERSON, J
The Angel Experiment by James Patterson
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest 
member of their group, the “birdkids,” who are 
the result of genetic experimentation, take off 
in pursuit and find themselves struggling to 
understand their own origins and purpose..

TEEN FICTION RIGGS, R.
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children by Ransom Riggs
After a family tragedy, Jacob feels compelled to 
explore an abandoned orphanage on an island off 
the coast of Wales, discovering disturbing facts 
about the children who were kept there.

TEEN FICTION SAMBURY, L.
Blood Like Magic by Liselle Sambury
To complete her Calling—a trial every witch must 
pass in order to come into their powers—and save 
her family’s magic, Voya Thomas must kill her first 
love, which is no easy task since she’ll have to find 
the perfect guy—and fast.

TEEN FICTION SHUSTERMAN, N.
Scythe by Neal Shusterman
In a world where disease has been eliminated, the 
only way to die is to be randomly killed (‘gleaned’) 
by professional reapers (‘scythes’). Two teens must 
compete with each other to become a scythe—a 
position neither of them wants. The one who 
becomesa scythe must kill the one who doesn’t.

TEEN FICTION STIEFVATER, M.
The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater
Blue Sargent’s gift seems to be that she makes 
other people’s talents stronger, and when she 
meets Gansey, one of the Raven Boys from the 
Aglionby Academy, she discovers that together 
their talents are a dangerous mix.

TEEN FICTION TABIR, S.
An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tabir
Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of 
the Martial Empire. When her brother is arrested 
for treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the 
empire’s greatest military academy in exchange for 
assistance from rebel Scholars who claim that they 
will help to save her brother from execution.


